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Song Sung Blue

anocumentary sy GREG KOHS

Synopsis

SONG SUNG BLUE is a documentary feature film that tells the alternately inspiring and tragic love
story of Lightning & Thunder, a homegrown Milwaukee husband and wife singing duo who pay tribute
to the music of Neil Diamond.

Filmmaker Greg Kohs goes backstage into the personal lives with this brave couple - from their
humble beginnings over 20 years ago to the threshold of fame, from disaster to rebirth through to the
most dramatic chapters in the lives of these authentic American dreamers.

SONG SUNG BLUE is about the uniquely American ability to invent one's self and strive for a
seemingly impossible goal. 1tOs about fleeting celebrity and love and about a couple who manages to
maintain their passion for one another amid the vicissitudes of life.

SONG SUNG BLUE E Everybody knows one.

SONG SUNG BLUE is directed by Greg Kohs, a waitwhat production, lic.
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Director’s Statement

It was the summer of O77 in Detroit when my parents took me to my first concert. | was 11 years old and my
musical impressions came from a trio of 8-tracks my folks played in the car - Cat Stevens, Janis Joplin and Neil
Diamond. But that hot August night was special because | was going to see Neil Diamond, live and in person.
IOm not sure what it was that made it all so wonderful - the music, the spectacle, or just the fact that my folks
treated me like an adult, old enough to hang out with them and even dance with them, at a Orock concertO. But |
remember how proud | felt on my first day of 6" grade a week later, wearing my ODiamondO concert t-shirt. This
was a true rite of passage.

Now, over 30 years later and with a wife and three kids of my own, IOve just finished a film on which 10ve spent
the last 8 years of my life. And itOs about a husband and wife singing duo from the Midwest who pay tribute to
the music of Neil Diamond. | guess it all makes perfect sense.

| first encountered Lightning & Thunder back in ©93 while directing a documentary for Harley-Davidson.
Lightning was belting out Sweet Caroline to a crowd of grizzled bikers dancing their chaps off. That footage
never made it into the Harley film, but the impression the pair left on me was lasting.

Many people have asked why | made this film. Why Lighting & Thunder? ItOs always been a tough one to
answer because | canOt even articulate my affection for these guys to myself. Maybe, like so many others |
encountered during this journey, it was simply that | wanted to help them succeed. 10d hoped that if | ever
finished the film and people saw it, Lightning & Thunder would benefit by more bookings, bigger gigs and a
wider reputation. Deep down | was praying that they would catch the eye of Letterman or Conan, or maybe
even Neil Diamond himself. That by exposing Lightning & Thunder to a larger audience | could help them
achieve their goal, or at the very least make their lives a little easier.

On my first visit to Milwaukee | did everything | could to help them. I joined the crew loading them into and out
of venues. | bought dinners. | drove them home in the early morning hours from a gig in Chicago. But when |
reviewed the footage | was disappointed that | had not accurately captured their reality. By OhelpingO them, |
had gotten in the way of telling their story.

On my next visit | explained that | would no longer be Ohelping®. From now on my crew and | would become
flies on the wall. It wouldnOt be easyE but the change was necessary if | were to capture the honesty and soul
of their story accurately. As if to emblemize this new direction, a curious little incident occurred during one of
my final visits. It was late evening and we were just finishing up in their back room, a place where Lightning &
Thunder spent much of their time smoking and watching the Game Show Network. As | went to leave, | felt a
tug on the back of my head: my hair had been caught by a strip of flypaper hanging from the ceiling. | had in
fact become what | knew | must become-- the fly on the wall.

Many times while hanging out with Lightning | would ask him about his and ThunderOs goal, and each time the
answer was the same, Oto make people happy and to forget their problems, cares and worrieseO

My hope is that this film exposes the passion and soul of Lightning & Thunder to a greater audience, and that
by sharing their story | will have in a small way helped them to achieve that goal.
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Cast Bios

Mike Sardina (Lightning) and Claire Sardina (Thunder) were a popular and unusual husband-wife
team who captivated the Milwaukee and Chicago rock community during the 1990s. Mike Sardina,
aka "Lightning," portrayed Neil Diamond. His wife Claire, aka "Thunder," took the role of Patsy Cline
or sometimes ABBA.

The duo's roots were in Milwaukee, but they had their biggest breakthroughs in Chicago. They got
their start at Danny's in Bucktown, where Mr. Sardina would dance across the downstairs bar singing
Diamond's "America." In 1993, they opened for an Urge Overkill record-release party at Metro, and in
1995, they sang Neil Diamond's "Forever in Blue Jeans" with Eddie Vedder at Milwaukee's
Summerfest.

Mike Sardina and his wife grew up in working-class Milwaukee. His father poured molten metal for a
living, but he was also a jazz guitarist. His mother made car seats and automotive products. In 1970,
Mike enlisted in the Marines and began a tour of Vietnam.

Mike earned his nickname "Lightning" in 1972, when he briefly played lead guitar with the legendary
Milwaukee soul group the Esquires. They had scored top-40 hits such as "And Get Away" and "Get
On Up."

Mike studied shoe repair at Milwaukee Area Technical College in the early 1980s at the same time
his future wife was studying cosmetology. But they didn't meet until1987, when she auditioned for his
band, Positive Traction, a hybrid of Jimi Hendrix and Elvis Presley. Apart from that, he had developed
a knack for imitating the Big Bopper and George Michael. Claire had been singing Linda Ronstadt
and Belinda Carlisle at karaoke clubs in Milwaukee. But when they began performing together,
audiences always responded best to his Neil Diamond and her Patsy Cline.

Lightning and Thunder were married in the summer of 1994 before 1,000 friends and fans under a
tent at the Wisconsin State Fair Park. A golf cart took them to their reception at Mother's Cajun Cafe,
a fairgrounds eatery. In 1996, they released a CD, "Hold On (Clean Songs Thru the School of Hard
Knocks)," on their own Recovering Artist Records. At the time, they billed themselves as "America's
Singing Sweethearts."

But after the wedding, their life was plagued by bad luck. In May 1999, Claire was hit by a car while
planting mums in the front yard of their bungalow in South Milwaukee. She endured five operations,
but doctors were not able to save the lower half of her left leg.

Rachel and Dana Cartwright

Rachel & Dana are ThunderOs children from her first marriage. As youngsters, they traveled with
Lightning & Thunder to gigs across the Midwest and to Florida. Since the filming of Song Sung Blue,
Rachel gave birth to another child that was adopted by the same parents that adopted her first child.
Rachel currently works in the health care industry and her younger brother Dana recently finished
High School.
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Cast Bios

(continued)
Grandma Stingl
Frances Stingl is the mother of six grown children, and Claire is the youngest. Raised on a farm in
central Wisconsin, Frances moved to Milwaukee as a young woman to find work, meeting her
husband, Ken, at the factory where they worked. When she was widowed at age 47, Frances still had
all six children living at home, and she bravely raised them as a single parent and instilled in them
strong faith, personal integrity and a solid worth ethic. She lives in a retirement community in the
Milwaukee area.

Eddie Vedder

Pearl Jam lead singer and lyricist Eddie Vedder is a rock and roll visionary who brought the radical
Seattle sound of '90s alternative rock into the mainstream, sometimes bucking traditional tides to it.
Pearl Jam has sold nearly 60 million albums worldwide, including millions of live concert bootlegs.
The band has released 8 studio records, 2 live records, a double-disc b-sides record, a double-disc
greatest hits record, and most recently a 7-disk live box set entitled "Pearl Jam: Live at the Gorge
05/06".

Angelina Sardina
Angelina is LightningOs daughter from a previous marriage. She currently lives in Florida with
LighntingOs son Michael Henry Sardina Jr.

Jim Stingl

Jim Stingl is one of ClaireOs two older brothers, and her early love of music grew while listening to her
older siblingsO Beatles and rock OnO roll aloums. A journalism graduate of the University of Wisconsin,
Jim is a newspaper columnist for the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel. He and his wife, Denice, have three
children.

Tom D’Amato

Tom was Lightning & ThunderOs former co-manager. Tom promoted Lightning & Thunder with a
passion during their run throughout the Midwest in the 900s. A devoted promoter, Tom currently
produces casino vacation get-aways to establishments across the Midwest.

Mark Shurilla

Musician, Historian, Journalist, Producer and Promoter. Milwaukee's ‘jack-of-all-trades' music-arts
guy. From the City's first punk band,to regional fame performing Buddy Holly songs from the ill-fated
Winter Dance Party of 1959. Worked with 'Lightning' for many years in many shows. Co-Founder of
Milwaukee's weekly, The Shepherd Express.

The Esquires

Famous soul music quintet from Milwaukee; had the city's biggest ever hit record "Get On Up" in 1967-this
record went Gold and reached #11 on Billboard Pop Charts. The Song still receives heavy oldies airplay and is
considered a 'rock and roll classic'. Gilbert, Alvis and Betty Moorer founded the band at Milwaukee's North
Division High School in 1957;Sam Pace joined in 1961,Shawn Taylor in 1965,and Millard Edwards in 1967,to
complete classic line-up. Follow up "And Get Away" reached #22 in Billboard,and 1968s' "You Got the Power"
scored at #91 (Source; Joel Whitburn's Billboard Top Singles 1955-Present) Lightning played guitar and drove
tour bus for this group.
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Crew Bios

Director & Producer - Greg Kohs

Ten time Emmy Award-winning filmmaker Greg Kohs has applied his passion for emotional, human
storytelling to still photography, commercials, and documentaries. Kohs began his career while an
undergraduate at Notre Dame as a sports photographer . His work was repeatedly featured in
market dominating national magazines such as Sports lllustrated and Sporting News. In 1991, Kohs
joined NFL Films, allowing him to combine a love of sports with a passion for flmmaking - all while
honing his skills as a storyteller. It is at NFL Films that Kohs cultivated his real as dirt, captured not
contrived style of filmmaking. In 2000 Kohs successfully transitioned from making Super Bowl films,
to making award winning Super Bowl commercials. This occurred as he signed an exclusive world-
wide agreement as a Commercial Director with @radical.media, inc. His international client roster
includes Nike, MasterCard, AT&T, PepsiCo. EA Sports, And Disney, among many others. Kohs
commercial work can be viewed at www.CornFilmworks.com Kohs, a member of the DGA, recently
completed his first independent feature length documentary, SONG SUNG BLUE. Over eight years in
the making, this powerful film tells the story of Lighting & Thunder a husband and wife singing duo
and their pursuit of the American Dream. A native of Detroit, Michigan, Kohs now lives outside of
Philadelphia., PA in Haddonfield, New Jersey with his wife and three children. SONG SUNG BLUE is
KohsO feature film directorial debut.

Andrea Mihalik - Executive Producer

LIGHTNING & THUNDER represents AndreaOs first documentary feature film as an EP. Previous to
SSB, Andrea spent over ten year traveling the world as a photo journalist on the staff of the
Philadelphia Daily News. Photojournalist, Mother and now Executive Producer, SONG SUNG BLUE
could not have been made without MihalikOs vision, honesty and fiscal management. Andrea is the
wife of Director, Greg Kohs and Mother of their three wonderful children.

Nicholas Kleczewski - Editor

Editor, Nicholas Kleczewski, moved across country from Gloucester, Virginia to San Francisco,
California at the age of 17 to pursue his dream of becoming a filmmaker in 1998. During his time at
the Academy of Art, he found his calling in film editing. Making a name for himself there, Nick was
hired right out of college by Fox Racing Inc., editing documentaries in the sport world's of motocross,
BMX, and mountain biking. After winning 4 Telly Awards for each of the films he edited, Nick began
the production company, Techtronic Rocket Society, with fellow flmmakers Todd Bell and Garret Zunt.
The company has been a part of numerous commercials and music videos since its inception in
2002. In 2004, TRS released the feature documentary, "The Dehumanizing Process," which Nick co-
directed and edited. The film, a two year project, following an up and coming metal band, was named
by Revolver Magazine as the second best music movie of the year. The success of that film led Nick
to "SONG SUNG BLUE," which spent over a year in post production. Since then, Nick has completed
two more features and is currently editing a feature documentary he also directed entitled "In the
midst of debt, we are in life." In 2004 Nick opened and currently operates a two-story editing/sound
recording and mixing, full service post production studio. www.trsociety.com
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Crew Bios
(continued)

Chis Kellett - Sound Mixer

Little did Chris Kellett know that, at the age of 10, using the built in tape recorder in his Wurlitzer

organ to record his lessons in order to avoid practicing would turn into a profession years later.
Combining a passion for narrative storytelling, human nature, and sound grew early on working on
projects like the Peabody Award winning audio documentary OThe Miles Davis Radio ProjectO and the
critically acclaimed TV show OHomicide, Life on the streetsO Along the way, Chris has had the chance
to work on many different projects with some great people, including 9 Super bowls, numerous
commercials and Feature films, TV shows like The Wire, Hack, The Sopranos, Cold Case and ItOs
always Sunny in Philadelphia, has won an Emmy and has been nominated into the Cinema Audio
Society. He is married with one son, Strummer, and lives outside of Philadelphia, PA. When Chris is
not working, he can usually be found asleep under his racecar. www.syncspeed.com

Bill Armstrong - Sound Mixer

Bill Armstrong was raised in Wheaton, lllinois and has been mixing sound professionally for over 13
years. He graduated in 1988 from Marquette University with a degree in photojournalism and spent
five years in the video production department at Waste Management, Inc. in Oak Brook, lllinois. He
began production and post-production sound mixing while at WMI and went freelance in 1994. Bill
has worked on projects for such companies as Harley-Davidson, McDonaldOs, KohlOs Department
Stores, Tetrapak, ABN-Amro, Kohler, Miller Brewing, Whirlpool, Microsoft, and Snap-On, among
others. He has also mixed sound on numerous regional political spots. BillOs television credits include
ABC, NBC, ESPN, CNBC, CNN, Discovery Networks, History Channel, Food Network, Speed
Channel, Fine Living Network, and Bloomberg TV. An avid traveler, Bill has trekked extensively
throughout New Zealand, Spain, Scotland and France. He lives in Milwaukee, Wisconsin with his
wife, two children and yellow Lab. SONG SUNG BLUE is BillOs first documentary feature.

Tony Dekker/Great Lake Swimmers - Composer

Great Lake Swimmers explore the worlds of indie folk, roots music and alt-country pop, with a focus
on lyrics and songwriting. Known for haunting, somber ballads, their sound blends natural reverb with
folkie arrangements and inspirational lyrics. Tony Dekker is the singer/songwriter behind the musical
project Great Lake Swimmers. In March 2007, they released their third aloum, OOngiaraO with ten
songs inspired by environments, both internal and external. Their first two critically acclaimed albums
OGreat Lake SwimmersO (2003) and OBodies and MindsO (2005) have had the band on the move for
the past few years, playing venues across Canada, the United States, Europe, and Australia. Great
Lake Swimmers have been compared to Nick Drake, Iron and Wine, Red House Painters, and "After
the Gold Rush"-era Neil Young. They were awarded the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation's
Galaxie Rising Star Award in March 2005 and were voted Favourite Folk/Roots Artist at the 2004
Canadian Independent Music Awards. SONG SUNG BLUE represents Dekker's first original score for
a motion picture. www.greatlakeswimmers.com
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Vince Caputo - Re-Recording Mixer

Vince Caputo is a 14 time Emmy award winning sound mixer. In 23 years as Supervising Sound
Mixer for NFL Films, Vince has literally mixed thousands of television and radio productions, as well
as many independent features, including 2005's acclaimed "Through the Fire." Vince lives in
Moorestown, NJ with his wife Diana and 2 children.

Ellen Shire - Contributing Producer

Ellen has worked on features and produced commercials, music videos and Sesame Street
segments. She's married to Steadicam Inventor, Garrett Brown, and proud Board Member of
Philadelphia’'s USO. Ellen enjoys a cold Sprecher at wrap.

Penny Ashman and Daniela Kuehn - Graphics

Penny Ashman and Daniela Kuehn started Felix Design a year and a half ago after a number of years
with NFL Films. Felix creates brand identity and motion graphics for networks, tv shows, film and
broadcast advertising. Inspired by a clean design aesthetic and the belief in the power of
collaboration, Penny and Dani work on all kinds of projects with all kinds of people. Felix DesignOs
favorite way to approach a project is to put a great team together, give the client more than they ask
for and wait for them to say OwowO. www.felixdesign.com

Jimmy Sammarco - Director of Photography

Director of Photography, Jimmy Sammarco attended the University of Wisconsin Madison on a
swimming scholarship. After graduation, this one time world ranked long distance swimmer,
redirected his energies into flmmaking. He produced, directed, shot, and financed a music video he
hoped would launch his career. The gamble paid off. His award winning video caught the attention of
numerous producers and directors and the ride has continued for the last 14 years. In early 2001, he
had the opportunity to be one of the first DPOs in the US to master SonyOs Cine Alta High Definition
camera and he has remained on the cutting edge of technology. Throughout his career, Jimmy has
had continued success shooting award winning music videos, television commercials, and high profile
events for organizations such as Pirates of the Caribbean 2 Red Carpet Event, McDonalds, NBC,
World Wrestling Entertainment, Harley Davidson, John Deere, Miller Brewing just to name a few. His
ultimate goal is to make the move into fulltime feature film cinematography. Current projects include
the documentary OLightning & ThunderO now entering the festival circuit, the Sci-Fi Horror film
OcCarnivorousO in post production, and two music videos currently in pre-production. JimmyOs work can
be seen at
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This motion picture is protected under the laws of the
United States and other countries. Any unauthorized
duplication, distribution or exhibition may result in
civil liability and criminal prosecution.

waitwhat productions, L.L.C. is the author and creator of this
motion picture for the purpose of copyright and other
laws in all countries throughout the world.

2008 WAITWHAT PRODUCTIONS, L.L.C.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Song Sung Blue

(Documentary) A Corn Filmworks presentation of a Waitwhat production. Produced by Greg Kohs.
Executive producer, Andrea Mihalik. Directed by Greg Kohs.

With: Mike Sardina, Claire Sardina, Rachel Cartwright, Dana Cartwright, Frances Stingl, Jim Stingl,
Don Dardina, Bob Babisch, Tom D'Amato, Art Gompper, Dr. Dave Watson, Mark Shurilla, the
Esquires, Ann Knackert, Angelina Sardina.

By DENNIS HARVEY

Winner of both the audience and juried docu feature awards at Slamdance, Greg Kohs'
"Song Sung Blue" chronicles the tragicomic love story of a husband-and-wife Neil
Diamond tribute act. Dysfunction and delusion run rife through a stranger-than-fiction
saga that starts out kitschily amusing, then finds drama and pathos in its subjects’

rather hapless progress. Pic is likely to be compared to last year's amour-fou doc "Crazy
Love," which couldn't find an audience despite high hopes and a similar train-wreck
fascination. With lowered expectations, there's no reason this couldn't gain a following
on fest and niche theatrical circuits before smallscreen release.

Already a successful Diamond impersonator when he met fellow divorcee Claire in the '80s,
Milwaukeean Mike Sardina soon incorporated her into the act; they married at a state-fair gig. As
"Lightning & Thunder," he did the Neil thing (with a fair visual approximation and an excellent vocal
one), while she sang big-voiced backup, Patsy Cline songs and so forth. They actually made a living at
it until Claire lost her foot in a freak car accident, after which her recovery, ballooning weight on paid
medications and bookers' resistance reduced offers to nil.

But as caught in voluminous home camcorder footage, the couple don't seem capable of grasping they
might actually have to find other ways to make a living. To the frequent shrill rage of Rachel and
Dana, Claire's teenage children by prior marriage, the family fortunes go from bad to worse. The
Sardinas simply tell all kids, relatives and well-wishers not to play spoilsport with their "dreams."
Eventually, they start performing again, but to much-diminished response. Meanwhile, filing for
bankruptcy, Mike's heart trouble, Rachel's pregnancy at age 17, et al., make the middle-aged pair's
stubbornly pinned hopes for "stardom" seem somewhere between irresponsible and downright
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irrational. At one low point, Claire insists, "I still think we're a household name." It's hard to separate
their mutual love from a mutual dependency that keeps them from making constructive real-world
decisions.

Depressing as that might sound, the personalities on display are so distinctive that "Song Sung Blue"
manages to be compelling without being too much of a downer, or condescending in its view. Partly
that's because the Sardinas are so comfortable with being videotaped at every moment, flattering or
not. Kohs' affection for his subjects is clear by the genuinely poignant conclusion.

Only quibble with an otherwise well-tuned editorial package is that the timeline of events is
sometimes unclear.

Camera (color, mini-DV-to-DigiBeta), Jimmy Sammarco; editor, Nicholas Kleczewski; music, Tony
Dekker; music supervisor, Stephanie Diaz-Matos; sound, Vince Caputo. Reviewed on DVD, San
Francisco, Feb. 1, 2008. (In Slamdance Film Festival -- competing.) Running time: 87 MIN.
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Posted: Sat., Jan. 26, 2008, 12:00am PT

'‘Parade,' 'Song' win at Slamdance

By MICHAEL JONES

Slamdance has bestowed its top film awards on Tom Quinn’s family drama “The New Year Parade”
and to Greg Kohs’ doc “Song Sung Blue.” The doc about a singing husband-and-wife duo who
specialize in Neil Diamond tributes also won the audience award.

Audiences picked Ryan Piotrowicz’s “The Project” as best narrative. Best feature-length screenplay
went to “The Wonder Girls” by Anthony Meindl.

Slamdance co-founder and president Peter Baxter said, “Our stated goal of premiering new films by
first-time writers and directors working within the creative confines of limited budgets remains intact.
Shepherding bright new talent is the main reason for our existence, and we could not be happier that
many of our filmmakers’ efforts are paying off.”

The awards follow the pickup of Jon Knautz’s Slamdance entry “Jack Brooks: Monster Slayer” by
Anchor Bay Entertainment.
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Sunday, January 20, 2008
SLAMDANCE DIRECTOR INTERVIEW: GREG KOHS, SONG SUNG BLUE

Song Sung Blue is a portrait of Mike an Claire Sardina, who as ‘Lightning & Thunder’, a
homegrown Milwaukee husband & wife singing duo who pay tribute to the music of Neil Diamond
in their nightly act.

Where were you and how did you react when you were told you'd been accepted to
Slamdance?

When I received the call from Slamdance programmer Sarah Diamond, I was writing a check
to the gas & electric company. At first, I thought it might be a friend screwing with me, Sarah
"Diamond"? Yeah right. Fortunately, I went with it, and as a result I am heading to Park City. I
was, and am still - psyched!

What drew you to the Lightning and Thunder initially?

I was initially drawn to Lightning & Thunder for the same reason everyone else has been for
almost 20 years - the great music of Neil Diamond. But while Diamond's music captured my
interest, it was Lighting & Thunder's uninhibited passion, persistence and honesty that captured
my heart - enough to keep me filming their amazing story for nearly ten years.

How have your experiences working on "NFL Films Presents"” informed your style as a
documentarian? Was working in a more cinema verite style challenging for you?

My "captured not contrived" approach to filmmaking was born out of 10 years making films with
Steve Sabol at NFL Films. Downloading & loading 5 - 400ft ARRI M mags in -20 degrees at
Lambeau Field during a 13 minute halftime and then putting the camera on my shoulder to
shoot the 2nd half in a blizzard is as "captured" as it gets. Every season, Sabol awarded one
filmmaker w/ an all expensed paid trip to the Super Bowl for having the "Most Spectacular
Failure" of the year. I never won the award but it did result in a few emmys. Some view "verite"
ask risky. I'm fueled by it. To me, verite is a balance between trust and risk. In the case of Song
Sung Blue, I risked the mortgage and trusted my gut.

Is Neil Diamond aware of the film? Are there any plans for him to see it?
I know his "people" are aware of my project. I am not aware if Neil has seen it.
What were your biggest challenges when constructing the film in post-production?

Proximity. The first 11 months of editing was long-distance. I remained in NJ and my talented
editor, Nick Kleczewski worked from his home in Virginia. The results were sensational, but there
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came a point, where the proximity created a barrier to progress. The last 8 months of cutting
became less challenging as I finished the film from my home in New Jersey.

Any other projects in the pipeline?

I am a huge fan of Pee Wee's Big Adventure and would love to direct his comeback film. I also
have two projects in the works but please don't tell my wife. One centers around an important
historical event that took place in the Midwest in 1913. The other, is a doc that features an
important American rock band from Milwaukee, WI.
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Filmmaker as indie as indie gets

January 20, 2008
By Lee Benson

PARK CITY N Every year when Sundance crashes this town, there is much conjecture as to what
exactly constitutes the purest definition of an independent filmmaker.

But filmmaker Greg Kohs may have come closest when | asked him how much it cost to produce his
documentary "Song Sung Blue."

"A lot more than my wife thinks it did," he said.
Is anyone going to accuse this man of being a poser?

Kohs, 41, is so sovereign his film isn't even entered in the Sundance Film Festival but in the
Slamdance Festival, which is to Sundance what the Carolina Mudcats are to the New York Yankees.

There are your independents, and then there are your independents.

Kohs pulled into town the other day without any sponsors, investors, groupies, agents, lawyers or
interested network heads. Just him and his executive producer N that would be the aforementioned
wife, Andrea. They're staying in a condo a ways out of town. And judging by the look on his face as he
sits in a coffee shop on Main Street, he couldn't be much happier.

"The Slamdance people watched it and they liked it,” he says, sounding a lot like Gidget at the
Academy Awards but without the audience. "Just that right there is huge."

Sitting next to Kohs, wearing a similar satisfied look, is his film editor, 27-year-old Nicholas
Kleczewski. The story of how they met is straight indie. To paraphrase Kohs, he had a brief lapse into
insanity when he decided he should court sponsors, investors and editors for his documentary, so he
put on a tie, had a few lunch meetings, came out of them feeling like he had turned to the dark side,
and went to Plan B, which was to solicit a film editor on craigslist on the Internet.

Kleczewski watched the trailer, e-mailed back his keen interest and the two agreed to meet halfway.
Kleczewski lives outside Richmond, Va., and Kohs lives outside Philadelphia. They rendezvoused at
a truck stop on the interstate in Maryland and sealed their deal. They they drove the 3 1/2 hours back
home.
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"He got it," says Kohs.

"l got it," agrees Kleczewski.

The definition of "it" is the story-telling concept behind "Song Sung Blue," a documentary that probes
the lives and adventures of a singing duo known as Thunder and Lightning that gained a brief burst of
Midwest fame in the 1990s doing Neil Diamond, Patsy Cline, ABBA and Janis Joplin tracks.

Kohs and Kleczewski would have told me more details, but then they would have had to gag and bind
me and lock me in the Treasure Mountain Inn at least until "Song Sung Blue" has its world premiere
Sunday night at the Inn at 9:30 p.m.

"It's a roller coaster. Tragedy strikes. It's real as dirt," is all Kohs will say. "You have to see it."

The documentary will air again on Thursday, Jan. 24, at 4:30 p.m., also at the Treasure Mountain Inn,
after which Kohs and Kleczewski will pack up their film cannisters and head back home. If they get
picked up by a distributor, great; if not, well, it's not why they're here.

"I'd like to gain respect as a long-term storyteller,"” says Kohs, "whose day job is producing 30- and
60-second TV ads and spots (and who, Kleczewski points out in an aside, has won 10 Emmys
working for NFL Films).

Or, more to the point, as a long-term storyteller who did it his way, "with no compromise for commerce
sake."

"There are documentaries here at Sundance with $20 million budgets," he says. "At Slamdance, you
can't go over $1 million."

So there you go, Andrea. At least we have a ballpark.
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GREAT LAKE SWIMMER COVERS NEIL DIAMOND, SCORES DOC

magazine. car

Writer: Julia Reidy, photo by Francis Ford
News, Published online on 17 Jan 2008

Tony Dekker of the Toronto folk band Great Lake Swimmers has just finished his first
movie score. His compositions will appear in the Greg Kohs documentary Song Sung
Blue, which follows the love story and career of Mike and Claire Sardina, the Milwaukee
husband and wife comprising Neil Diamond tribute singing act Lightning & Thunder. Song
Sung Blue premiers Jan. 20 at the Slamdance Film Festival in Park City, Utah. Not
only does Dekker get to write the score, he also covers the chart-topping 1972 Diamond
track "Song Sung Blue" for the closing credits.

Greg Kohs, the film's director and producer, is a 10-time Emmy Award-winner. It's the
full-length feature film debut for Kohs, who currently produces TV commercials
internationally. Song Sung Blue draws from over eight years of material and will
compete with nine other documentaries at the festival. "The honesty and emotional
warmth of Tony's music provides an intimate texture to the film's 'captured not
contrived' style of storytelling," Kohs said about Dekker's score in a statement.

To celebrate the film's premiere, Dekker will give a free acoustic performance at Cicero's
in Park City on Jan. 23. He'll be joined on stage by one of the film's stars, Claire Sardina
(Thunder), in the first live show she's done in over a year.

Dekker, the principal songwriter for Great Lake Swimmers, is no stranger to creating
ambient soundscapes with drama or location as inspiration. It's just this experience
that he used to provide a backdrop for the struggles and triumphs portrayed in Song
Sung Blue.

Great Lake Swimmers released their third full-length album, Ongiara, in 2007 on
Netwerk Records. It was the follow-up to 2005's Bodies and Minds and their self-titled
debut in 2003. The band also released a free live EP in 2007. After spending much of
the past year touring, the Swimmers most recently supported Feist on some of her
Canadian tour stops in December.


http://www.pastemagazine.com/blogs/1000words/view/great_lake_swimmers_philadelphia_6_8_07/
http://www.pastemagazine.com/blogs/1000words/view/great_lake_swimmers_philadelphia_6_8_07/
http://www.slamdance.com/festival/index.html
http://www.slamdance.com/festival/index.html
http://www.pastemagazine.com/action/article/1960/great_lake_swimmers
http://www.pastemagazine.com/action/article/1960/great_lake_swimmers
http://www.pastemagazine.com/action/article/4168/great_lake_swimmers_ongiara
http://www.pastemagazine.com/action/article/4168/great_lake_swimmers_ongiara
http://www.pastemagazine.com/action/article/5035/news/music/great_lake_swimmers_offer_free_ep_kindness
http://www.pastemagazine.com/action/article/5035/news/music/great_lake_swimmers_offer_free_ep_kindness

Song Sung Blue

anocumentary sy GREG KOHS

CHICAGO SUN-TIMES

suntimes.com

A BLUE-RIBBON DEPUT

NFL background helps director roll with the story of 'Song Sung Blue'
February 1, 2008
BY DAVE HOEKSTRA

In 2000, Greg Kohs transitioned from making Super Bowl films to making award-winning Super Bowl
commercials. He's best known for making the hit Super Bowl commercial parody series "This Week in
Pee Wee Football" for Nike.

His football background informed the documentary "Song Sung Blue," his feature-film directoral
debut, which premiered last week at the Slamdance Film Festival in Utah. "Song Sung Blue," an
inspirational story about the Neil Diamond tribute duo Lightning & Thunder, won the grand jury and
audience awards for best documentary feature.

Local clubgoers of the 1990s will be familiar with Lightning & Thunder; though the married couple's
roots were in Milwaukee, they had their biggest breakthroughs in Chicago. They got their start at
Danny's in Bucktown, and in 1993, they opened an Urge Overkill record-release party at Metro. Mike
Sardina, a k a Lightning, portrayed Neil Diamond. His wife, Claire, a k a Thunder, took the role of
Patsy Cline or sometimes an ABBA member.

And if good times never seemed so good, Kohs even got a congratulatory phone call from Diamond
himself on the night of the movie's premiere. Diamond, who never met Lightning & Thunder, had a
screener and was pleased with the product.

After Slamdance, "Song Sung Blue" will continue on the festival circuit. There are no plans for a
theatrical or video release.

Over its 87 minutes, "Song Sung Blue" features appearances from the '60s soul group the Esquires
(Mike Sardina was once a member) and Eddie Vedder of Pearl Jam. In their crowning moment,
Lightning & Thunder sang Diamond's "Forever in Blue Jeans" with Vedder in front of 30,000 fans at
the 1995 Summerfest in Milwaukee.

Kohs, who's based in Philadelphia, met Lightning & Thunder in 1993 in Milwaukee while directing a
documentary for Harley-Davidson. Inspired by the duo's story, he spent the next eight years working
on "Song Sung Blue."

During that time, Claire and Mike got married. Kohs began shooting in 2000, after Claire got hit by a
car while planting mums in front of their house in South Milwaukee. She lost the lower half of her left
leg in the accident. In the summer of 2006, Mike died after a fall at home. He was 55.
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Kohs, 41, and his crew were there for it all.

"Every experience in my 10 years at NFL Films working under Steve Sabol influences the decisions |
make as a filmmaker," Kohs said from Park City, Utah. "There's a moment in the build up to the Neil

Diamond concert when he comes to Milwaukee [at the downtown Bradley Center]. | approached the
concert like a playoff game. 'This is game day.'

"I look for the radio announcer, who sets the scene. | look for the sun, because as a cinematographer,
you want to work with that. People saying, 'Neil, Neil, Neil' instead of signs that say 'Go Packers.'
Then you find a regional aspect, whether it is people cooking brats at a Packer game, or in this case it
was Leon's [custard, a favorite Milwaukee haunt of Diamond's]. You can put that frame-to-frame to
some intros of some of the intros to big NFL games.

"It all has that captured rather than contrived feel."

In the mid-1980s, NFL Films began filming rock acts such as Bruce Springsteen for MTV. Kohs also
drew on his NFL Films background to equip Claire with a wireless microphone at her husband's
funeral (NFL coaches wear wireless mikes).

Claire also attended the Slamdance premiere of "Song Sung Blue." "She was kind enough to let me
do it," Kohs said. "She actually wore [a wireless mike] the entire week when Lightning was dying. |
explained that this enabled me to capture the intimacy of her moment without being obtrusive. | did
not want to be part of the story.

"But | broke my rules that week, praying with the family at his bedside with my backpack. | ended the
film as | started it."

Going into the documentary, Kohs wanted to tell the story of Lightning & Thunder in an effort to "help
them." He saw their difficulty getting gigs after Thunder's accident. He was touched by their passion.
In the film, a tired Mike Sardina sighs and says, "We're doing pretty damn well for people with a
dream.”

Kohs recalled, "If they had to drive back to Milwaukee at 3 a.m. from Chicago, I'd volunteer. But |
didn't capture what they were experiencing. | was living it with them. It wasn't going to enable me to
tell their story accurately.”

So Kohs changed course and stepped back, at least until the last week of Mike Sardina's life. Kohs is
a fan of Michael Moore's documentaries, yet he regards Moore's and Morgan Spurlock's presence in
their work as "me-a-mentries."

"It can also get too easy," Kohs said. "l can get from scene A to scene B just by shooting a transition
of myself talking. Lightning and Thunder understood why | stepped out. And as a result, it yielded
some pretty honest moments."
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Song Sung Blue Hits Every Note

March 25, 2008

By S.T. VanAirsdale

Not having attended Sundance, Slamdance, Berlin or SXSW this year, | have less of an idea than
usual of what's out there setting the pace in new nonfiction film. But | know what | like, and | can say
without reservation that Song Sung Blue -- which claimed both the Grand Jury and Audience prizes
among feature docs two months ago at Slamdance (and which screens tonight as part of IFC
Center's Best of Slamdance program) -- is the best documentary I've seen in 2008.

Tracing the path of Milwaukee-based Neil Diamond tribute act Lightning and Thunder from from rags
to sequin-embroidered rags to tatters back to rags, director Greg Kohs's feature debut blends pathos,
discomfort and drama in narrative loops and twists that defy much description here -- a cop-out in
most regards, to be sure, but not with a story so gripping and bizarrely... finite. Even Kohs, who spoke
with The Reeler last weekend from his base outside Philadelphia, couldn't anticipate what was
coming throughout the eight years he trailed the husband-and-wife cover combo. "l knew | needed an
ending, and | knew that for a long time -- like for three years," he said, noting as many as three
possible conclusions threading the last act of the film. " "What the hell is my ending? | have to finish
this, because | can't keep going forever.' "

That's the type of subject he had fallen in love with, though, a two-headed animal (with two loud
children) that would barely sit still long enough to be embraced. Lightning (nZe Mike Sardina) and
Thunder (nZe Claire Sardina) met in a band audition in 1987 and were married at the 1994 Wisconsin
State Fair, where audiences had long taken to taken to their numbers paying homage to Nell
Diamond and Patsy Cline. A year later, in front of 30,000 people at Milwaukee's Summerfest, they
performed Diamond's "Forever in Blue Jeans" alongside Eddie Vedder. Their local following grew to a
point that when a wayward motorist severed Thunder's leg in a freak accident outside her South
Milwaukee bungalow in 1999, it led the city's evening newscasts.

Kohs had casually known the pair for several years prior, having once sprinted across the State
Fairgrounds for a chance to see what he thought was Neil Diamond after hearing Lightning's voice
over a loudspeaker. He only approached them as a director after the accident. "l wanted to help
them," he told me. "l had to figure out what my objective was after my first couple of visits because |
was kind of a fan, a friend and a filmmaker. Wearing those three hats wasn't going to make for a very
good film. | wasn't going to be able to tell their story accurately and honestly. So | told them that to be
the best friend | could be and to help them the best | could, I'd use the one skill set | had that
hopefully could help, and that was being a filmmaker."
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An Emmy-winning veteran of NFL Films, Kohs quickly adapted to the tight confines and fly-on-the-
wall approach to capturing the Sardinas and their teenage children by Thunder's first marriage, Dana
and Rachel. The kids never quite seem to get over the presence of the camera, mobilizing
melodrama in sharp contrast to Lightning and Thunder's haunting confessional interludes or the thinly
veiled disapprovals of Thunder's elderly mother. For the couple, however, denial is external, best
symbolized by day jobs or any diversion keeping them from a comeback. It's a harrowing dynamic for
viewers (even moreso, one presumes, for Kohs), whose sympathy wavers after an hour invested in
the duo's dream.

But having borrowed at least one of Lightning's philosophies from his and Thunder's touring days --
"We'll get there a lot faster by going slower," he once told her en route to a gig -- Kohs didn't blink.
And indeed, the closer he looked, a rebound seemed imminent. And just as his story took on a life of
its own, so I'll defer to its leisure and power. You really must see Song Sung Blue to believe it. | was
moved, ecstatic and thoroughly exhausted.

The epilogue is even crazier, with Kohs delaying his Slamdance premiere several days while waiting
for Neil Diamond himself to clear music rights for the film. Kohs's festival diary is a compulsively
readable account of his own peaks and troughs, with no less than Eddie Vedder returning for an
encore on his and his subjects' behalf. "In the end, the only way | was going to get the music | wanted
to use in the film approved was for Neil Diamond himself to see the film," Kohs said. "To look at this
story on paper and see pictures or even a trailer -- it would never get approved. Without seeing the
whole thing, they won't know what it's about. So | took the risk and just made the film."

Diamond eventually reached Kohs in Park City to give his personal blessing and praise. He had his
festival rights; distribution rights would come later, if and when buyers express interest the film. Kohs
said exactly one distributor saw the film in Slamdance; he expects at least some industry turnout
tonight in New York, with additional opportunities forthcoming at Hot Docs, Sarasota, Philadelphia and
Boston. "l don't know if I'm doing it right or not," he said. "I'm just doing it how it feels right. | haven't
been hawking it a lot. | haven't sent it to anyone; | just want them to see it in the theaters." Faster via
slower, in other words. I'm with him to a point, primarily hoping that Song Sung Blue winds up in front
of audiences --where it really belongs -- sooner than later.
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April 17, 2008
By Adam Baltz

ThereOs a certain level of pessimism surrounding the American Dream. For something that
often lacks definition and is more or less subjective b we each have our own personalized
fantasy about what success looks like B the concept has become a bullOs-eye for criticism. In
Reflections in a Jaundiced Eye, Florence King writes, OPeople are so busy dreaming the
American Dream, fantasizing about what they could be or have a right to be, that theyOre all
asleep at the switch.O Jill Robinson, also an author, adds, OThe American Dream is really
money.O And a psychoanalyst named David Abrahansen attributes responsibility for crime
rates, in part, to the American Dream because Opeople feel that the country owes them not
only a living but a good living.O All distrustful, all cynical, rendering the American Dream as
something that walks and talks and betrays rather than something unseen that propels us
forward.

But perhaps the best reflection comes not from a famous author or social commentator but
Sandy Scholl, the owner of a small-town cleaning service. Profiled in Studs TerkelOs The Great
Divide, she gave perhaps the best description of what the American Dream might truly mean:
Ol think the American Dream for most people is just survival.O In Greg KohsO Song Sung Blue,
we can see this constant struggle B between SchollOs view and the views of King and
Robinson, between reaching for your desires and abandoning them B manifested in the lives

of Mike and Claire Sardina, who are known to many in Milwaukee as the singing duo

Lightning & Thunder.

Song Sung Blue opens with news reports. We see a car leaning front-end-up against the

porch of a small suburban home. Later, we learn that this is the Sardina home; tending to her
front-yard garden of flowers, Claire was pinned beneath the runaway automobile, losing the
lower half of her left leg. We then see the cap of a camera being removed, the camera being
jostled into place, and finally Mike at home in his underwear, unkempt. And over scenes of

him moving around his home we hear him say, melodically, OlOd like to teach the world to sing,
you see, because | am an entertainer.O

From there we learn Mike and ClaireOs story, often through memories of the great

performances and cheering venues from years passed. The interviewees D close friends,

family members, and even a quintet of old soul singers B remember those times fondly,

referring to their friends by their stage names rather than OMikeO or OClaire,O and weOre offered
an endless amount of video D of Mike gyrating on a stage, of Claire crooning tenderly behind

the microphone D that cast both of them as small-time dreamers finally on their desired path.
They talk about how MikeOs voice and persona eerily matched Neil DiamondOs, how ClaireOs
renditions of Patsy Cline songs would reduced audiences to tears, how they were married
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under a tent during the 1994 Wisconsin State Fair. We then see video of the happy
newlyweds celebrating well into the night. We learn that they released a cb of music,
performed OForever in Blue JeansO at Summerfest with Eddie Vedder, and became a family.
But even within these moments of happiness thereOs an underlying knowledge that, at some
point, their story must descend into tragedy, as all stories do.

What remains of KohsO documentary is unflinching, bittersweet and at times brutalNthe story
of a family forced away from the limelight, brought together to heal. There are short clips of
Lightning & Thunder on stage after the accident, the couple near motionless in front of their
audiences, with Claire seated in a wheelchair and Mike standing alongside or behind her,
asking for understanding. There is no more electricity, no more excitement. Soon we have
clips of Mike on stage alone, performing excitedly  desperately, it seems D to no one, while
Claire remains at home in a tempest of pain, anger, and self-pity, all while their bank account
empties.

Our immediate inclination is to view Mike and Claire as selfishly pursuing their own dreams

over the welfare of their family; in one scene, Claire says, OMy mom said that she doesnOt
understand, with all your computer skills, why you donOt seek something out in computers,
something you could do possibly B possibly B at home, possibly on your own time, you know

NI donOt know, | mean there may be options out there.O Mike doesnOt agree, he has his eyes
on the future of Lightning & ThunderNa mantra we hear repeatedly throughout KohsO film,
spoken by both Mike and Claire. We also hear ClaireOs daughter Rachel bringing up the
familyOs food supply B OThis is, like, the emptiest the fridge has ever beenO D and the fact that
their home has been overbid, making it Oworthless,O to which Mike responds, OYou need to
move out and go find out what worthless is.O

In fact, thereOs a certain level of overall pessimism surrounding Mike and Claire, almost all of it
from family outsiders. ClaireOs mother, introduced to us as Grandma Sting|, says she doesnOt
understand the allure of performing, something Claire attributes to the old womanOs simple
upbringing: OMy mother, to this day, canOt fathom B even though we had our huge moments
with Lightning & Thunder B she canOt fathom the whole thing about the Pearl Jam, when we
did that concert with Pearl Jam, in 1995.0 Even Mike, in the mix of his opening quotes, says, Ol
never knew an American Dream, but people tell me 10m livinO it. The house and the car and the
wife and the kids and the picket fence, and | got here by singin.OO He then breaks into a fit of
laughter.

OSurvivalO is just what Mike and Claire Sardina didNthey survived. Through all the trials of
married life, from RachelOs unwanted pregnancy and ClaireOs accident to outside skepticism
and having only Othirty-some dollarsO to their name, the Sardina family survived. Even in the
filmOs most heartbreaking scene, when Claire confesses to wanting a divorce, there is an
overall sense that their family will go on. Ol had my back turned for just one second,O she says
into the lens of the familyOs own video camera, her face belying a deep sadness, Oand my life
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was never the same againE And thatOs hard to accept because he made my life beautiful and
| helped make his beautiful, and | didnOt feel beautiful anymore.O Later, we see Mike appear
and sit alongside her, his head resting on her shoulder and her arms wrapped around him,
and Claire says, OlOve always been there for you; please be here for me and let me go for a
while, let me walk my path, and | will be back, you know I10Il come back. | always have.O

Standing outside the Bartell Theatre in downtown Madison, a humble smattering of applause
rose over the din of traffic as Claire Sardina stepped out from the theatre and stopped, taking
in every decibel of adulation. She wore a brown outfit with ropes of golden jewelry dropping
down from around her neck, and she stood barely an inch or two above the shortest person
there. People moved closer and began shaking her hand, telling her their names and how
much they enjoyed the movie. Some mentioned having seen her before, at a concert here or
there, and she beamed with pride. And as our small line was ushered into the theatre for the
next film, Claire lit up a cigarette and continued talking with those on the sidewalk, exultant.
She had completed, at least in part, another chapter of the dream she and Mike shared.
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AINT IT COOL NEWS

May 6, 2008
By CAPONE

Hey everyone. Capone in Chicago here. By sheer coincidence, | wrote reviews of two documentaries
in the same day, the subjects of which | saw at two separate Pearl Jam concerts. One film, BODY OF
WAR, is opening slowly across the country right now; the subject is a young Iraq veteran who
appeared on stage with Pearl Jam at last year's Lollapalooza, which | attended. The subjects of the
other film, SONG SUNG BLUE, are of an entirely different variety. In the summer of 1995, | saw one
of my first Pearl Jam shows at Milwaukee Summerfest. For the first encore, Eddie Vedder brought out
a husband-and-wife team knows as Lightning & Thunder, a local Neil Diamond tribute act that was
playing in front of the largest crowd of their entire career. The pair (plus Vedder) sang a rousing
rendition of "Forever In Blue Jeans" that | eventually got a bootleg of, one that | still play frequently
just to listen to how excited the two were on stage. Every so often, I'd spot the group's name in the
listings for Chicago concerts, and they seemed to eek out a good living playing small clubs around
the Midwest.

Imagine my surprise when an email drops in my box a couple weeks ago from Greg Kohs, the
director of SONG SUNG BLUE, a documentary about Lightning & Thunder. This man had no idea that
| saw them perform at the high point of their career some 13 years ago, but when | heard the film was
about this remarkable team, | said "Send me a copy of that movie NOW!" | had to see whatever
become of this little piece of music history. SONG SUNG BLUE tells the story of the dynamic duo's
rise and fall and rise and fall. Their story is perhaps not unusual for some working-class folks from
Milwaukee, but for Mike and Claire Sardina, there was a time when Lightning & Thunder were one of
the biggest acts in the area, playing state fairs, clubs, and other high-profile gigs (including that Pearl
Jam appearance) throughout the 1990s. SONG SUNG BLUE isn't a movie about the job of being in a
tribute band; that film has been done before. No, this movie is about this couple and their two kids
(actually Claire's kids from a previous marriage) going through some of the worst times a family can
go through and still coming out hopeful and full of dreams.

You can choose to look at SONG SUNG BLUE as the ultimate American tragedy or the classic
American success story. | see it as prime examples of both. Some of what impacts the Lightning &
Thunder story is totally out of their control (a car that hits Claire while she's gardening in her front
lawn); while certain failures are of their own doing (their non-stop smoking leads to major health
issues). But every triumph is one of their own making, gotten through hard work and never giving up
on their dreams. And for some strange, unknown reason, not only did they allow cameras into their
lives to document their story, but they have home movies of some of their darkest hours. It's
sometimes too painful to watch, let alone contemplate their losses.

| absolutely live to discover films like this, ones that present us with this small sliver of life that so
perfectly exemplifies the parts of us that cling to a moment in our lives when we were on top, whether
it be your time on a sports team in high school, or when you met someone famous, or when you were
interviewed on TV or for the local paper. We all have those moments we look back on during our
darkest days to inspire us and strive to achieve some of that glory one more time. Often times, people
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never get to relive or recapture those moments, but sometimes you get pretty damn close. SONG
SUNG BLUE is about almost reaching that place one last time, and realizing that getting close is
sometimes exactly what you need. But the film is also a touching love story between Lightning and
Thunder, a coupling that is as volatile as it is inspiring.

SONG SUNG BLUE is just starting to make the festival circuit as it probably will for the better part of
the year. If you're in a city with a decent festival for docs, start lobbying to get this film to play in your
town. I'm just here to put a bug in your ear and tell you to keep an eye out for this remarkable little
movie that is equal parts celebration and cautionary tale. The film ends with the gift of a guitar from
an unlikely and unexpected source, and the keepsake illustrates what the film stands is all about and
it's a beautiful tribute to two bizarre and lovely people. Seek this one out in your corner of the world.



